


	
		
			
			 
			
			
			
					
			
		

		
			
				

	
		
		
			
	
	
	


	

	Font size
	+Font size
	++Font size	

			

		

	





	
		
			
				
			

			
				
			

		
	
	
	




	
		
			
				
			

		
	
	
	




 
	
		
			
				
				
																
			
			 
		

		
				 About 
						Aims & Scope
	Scientific & Editorial Boards
	
	List of Reviewers


				
	 Issues 
						Current issue
	 Volume  22(2), 2023
	
	Recent issues
	 Volume  22(1), 2023
	 Volume  21(4), 2022
	 Volume  21(3), 2022
	 Volume  21(2), 2022					
	
	 Archive


				
	
				 For Authors 
						Instructions for Authors
	Submit a Paper
	Downloads


				


				
					
						
							
							
								
									
								
							

						

					
	
				
	 Polski




		

	








	
		 
			
				

  
    
	 
    

    





	 
	 

Research Article

The welfare of gilts in different housing systems
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Abstract. The aim of this study was to assess the welfare of gilts managed in different housing systems. The material consisted of a total of 160 gilts, weighing between 40 to 100 kg. The study was conducted in 15 pig breeding farms producing gilts in the Podkarpackie Voivodeship, Poland. The gilts were housed in facilities with access to open air (5 piggeries) and without a run (10 pig farms). The welfare of gilts was assessed using behavioral, physiological, health, and production performance criteria. The overall evaluation of welfare was based on designated control points. Summing up the results, we found a higher level of welfare in gilts kept with an access to outside runs. Behavioral responses of gilts managed without an outdoor run involved a higher rate of cases of unusual behavior and more frequent states of anxiety. The serum concentration of haptoglobin in gilts was varied in the studied conditions of living. The lowest average content of Hp was recorded in gilts kept in buildings with outside runs.Ahigher rate of animals suffered a disease and injuries in the facilities without an access to outdoor runs. Under these housing conditions, frequent problems with the legs (leg lameness and deformation) was an issue. An analysis of critical control points indicates that the welfare of pigs remained at a high level.
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